REMARKS 

This is a full and timely response to the non-final Office Action mailed February 24, 
2005. Upon entry of the amendments in this response, claims 21 - 34 are pending. In particular, 
Apphcants have added claims 21 - 34 and have canceled claims 1 - 20 without prejudice, waiver, 
or disclaimer. Reconsideration and allowance of the application and presently pending claims 
are respectfully requested. 

I. Examiner Interview 

A telephone interview was conducted with Applicants' attomey, Christopher Guinn, on 
April 13, 2005. Applicants appreciate the courtesy the Examiner extended to their representative 
in discussing this case. The interview specifically addressed the Office Action interpretation of 
the Japanese Publication 200296742 to Daizo ("Z)azzo") with respect to then pending claims 1 - 
20. 

IL Allowable Subject Matter 

The Office Action indicates that claims 2 - 3, 5 - 6 and 8 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claims and any intervening claims. 

Accordingly, as to allowable claim 2, the hmitations of dependent claim 2 have been 
incorporated into its base claim 1, and rewritten as newly added independent claim 21. 
Accordingly, Applicant submits that independent claim 21 is in condition for allowance. 
Furthermore, dependent claims 22 - 34 are allowable for at least the reason that they depend fi^om 
allowable independent claim 21 . 
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III. The Rejection to Claims 1, 4, 7 and 17 - 18 are Moot 

The Office Action rejected claims 1, 4, 7 and 17 - 18 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as 
allegedly being anticipated by Daizo. However, in that claims 1, 4, 7 and 17-18 have been 
canceled, the rejection as to claims 1, 4, 7 and 17 - 18 is believed to be moot. 



6 



CONCLUSION 



The Applicants respectfully submit that all claims are now in condition for allowance, 
and request that the Examiner pass this case to issuance. If, in the opinion of the Examiner, a 
telephonic conference would expedite the examination of this matter, the Examiner is invited to call 
the undersigned attorney at (770) 933-9500. 

No fee is believed to be due in connection with this response. If, however, any fee is 
deemed to be payable, you are hereby authorized to charge any such fee to Deposit Account No. 20- 



THOMAS, KAYDEN, 
HORSTEMEYER & RISLEY, L.L.P. 
100 Galleria Parkway N.W., Suite 1750 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
(770) 933-9500 



0778. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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